2015 Energy and Mines Ministers’
Conference Opening Remarks
Mark Salkeld, PSAC President & CEO

Halifax Marriot Harbourfront Hotel
Halifax, Nova Scotia
July 20, 2015
(check against delivery)

Good morning,
I’m Mark Salkeld, president and CEO of the Petroleum Services Association of Canada.
We appreciate the opportunity to be a conference sponsor for this gathering of key
influencers and decision makers in Canada’s natural resources sectors.
The Petroleum Services Association of Canada represents Canada’s leading oil and
gas service, supply and manufacturing companies – small, medium and large Canadian
companies that operate locally, provincially, nationally and internationally. The oil and
gas services sector is often not recognized next to the Exploration and Production
sector – but with $75 billion dollars of contribution to Canadian GDP – and direct and
indirect employment of almost 700,000 Canadians across the country – we are a top
contributing sector in our own right.
PSAC members provide the manpower, the technology, expertise and the materials to
drill, complete and produce oil and natural gas wells – from manufacturing the rigs and
wellheads, developing leading edge technology, downhole tools and environmental
services, to manufacturing and providing workers’ accommodations for remote locations
– and pretty much everything in between.
We also represent the needed diversification of the energy sector that people often talk
about. It really wasn’t that long ago when there was little to no domestic petroleum
services sector to speak of in Canada – equipment and services that couldn’t be
adapted or sourced locally were brought in from the US for the most part.
Over the last six or seven decades, this sector has grown to become a major Canadian
industry, and in fact has grown beyond its domestic E&P customers and is not just
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reaching out globally for opportunity, but also being sought after by other countries to
provide the technology and regulatory structure to help develop their own potential
unconventional resources safely and sustainably.
PSAC proudly represents all of the hydraulic fracturing companies in Canada who have
thousands of in Canada and abroad. In fact, Canadians are leaders at developing and
adapting latest technologies in support of hydraulic fracturing, a process that has been
used on wells around Virden, Manitoba as far back as 1951 and in Drayton Valley,
Alberta since 1953. Today technologies such as fibre optics and micro-seismicity have
been adapted to provide real time downhole information during the hydraulic fracturing
process that allows for accurate control before, during and after the operation. Leading
edge technologies implemented, tested and used by highly trained employees.
In my role, I talk to communities, councillors, provincial and federal politicians across the
country to address issues and concerns related to hydraulic fracturing. And to impress
upon them that it is a safe and time proven technology, that is strictly regulated. Canada
has hydraulically fractured over 215,000 wells since 1951. Today, over 90 percent of
wells are stimulated through the hydraulic fracturing process. Without this practice, our
conventional oil and gas industry would barely exist, and Canadians and provinces
would be missing out on billions of dollars of economic benefits and the thousands of
associated jobs.
A point I’d like to make is that the oil and gas service sector – relies on the exploration
and production companies for our livelihood; 80 to 90% of what our sector does, what it
contributes, is derived from the service and products we provide to E&P companies.
From that perspective, their priorities – for market access, regulatory certainty and
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global competitiveness – are our priorities. We need the producers to be successful for
us to be successful! But there is concern that Canada is missing out and that Canada is
developing a reputation as a country that can’t get resource development projects done.
So it is very reassuring to hear that the Premiers are aligned on a Canadian Energy
Strategy, because from our perspective, the provincial role on the oil and natural gas
energy front is to make our products not only available across Canada so we do not
have to rely on imports as much, but also to be able to export from tidewater to
countries where natural gas will contribute to lowering overall GHG emissions on a
global basis. We can provide developing countries with our natural gas that will in turn
help millions of people heat their homes and cook with natural gas versus wood and
coal, that’s where we can make a significant difference.
There is as well - an increasing role for alternatives and renewables and we need to
support greener energy technologies absolutely, - but the world is going to use
petroleum for the foreseeable future and Canada is a great place to get it from. No
country is manufacturing solar panels with energy from sunshine, nor are we building
hydroelectric dams with wind power. And when we do eventually move away from using
oil and gas for energy we will still be supplying the petrochemical industry that provides
us with the thousands of products we use every day in our daily lives, from the roads
we will drive our electric cars on, lamp shades to light switches, cell phones and soccer
balls; the average Canadian does not spend all that much time thinking about the origin
of these products but there is a direct correlation from getting it out of the ground and
into our lives that all of us here appreciate I am certain.
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I look forward to connecting with folks here and to the discussions that take place
throughout the conference among this group of influencers and decision makers – as
we reflect on how Canada can be a leader, and how we can ensure Canada doesn’t
miss out on helping to supply some of the world’s energy and product demand with our
own responsibly developed resources.

Cheers! And thank you!
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